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APU

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
Dean, Admissions
SATO Hiroto

Welcome to APU!

At the time you receive this booklet, you will likely have different amounts of time left until your enroliment,
and will be at different places in your learning journeys. Even so, we have prepared this study guide to
help you use the time you have left before enroliment effectively so you can make the most of your “Global
Learning” experience at APU. The four years of your student life may seem long, but they will be over
before you know it. Let’s get started as soon as possible.

First of all, if you have a specific goal, start working backwards from your goal to figure out what you
need to do now, and start working to achieve that. For example, if you are thinking about studying abroad
or joining the Double Degree Program, your English Proficiency test scores will be essential. Think
carefully about what kind of score you will need, and by when, to achieve your goal. Then, think about
what you need to start doing now to achieve that goal, and start making an effort every day. If you have
already started working toward your goals, | hope you will keep up the good work.

Even if you don’t have a specific goal yet, don’t waste your time while you are in high school — you can
focus on improving your skills. Some people may have the misconception that what they have learned up
through high school doesn’'t matter, but it goes without saying that what you have learned in high school
serves as the foundation for your learning at university. Consider your own weak areas, and try to improve
your basic skills by taking advantage of our pre-enrollment courses or other resources.

| hope you understand the importance of English at APU. Having English skills makes it easier to
communicate with English-basis students, and students who start from higher levels of English classes
are more likely to have more options during their student lives. On the other hand, Japanese and
Mathematics are also fundamental to everything. These essential skills form the power of thinking itself,
and can serve as the basis for learning in other subjects. It is essential you be able to think deeply to avoid
being replaced by Al, and instead become able to take advantage of Al. This is not something you can
improve overnight, but it's important to start working toward it steadily while you still have time.

The specialized knowledge you will gain at university is important, but you must also continue to learn
new things even after entering the workforce. In this way, when learning something new, if you already
know how to learn and improve your learning skills, this will be even more important that what you have
learned at university. To make your four years of leaning more meaningful, and for your future, we
recommend you make effective use of the time you have left before enroliment while also focusing on
building good study habits and finding your own learning style.

After you take advantage of this time to grow, | am looking forward to meeting everyone on campus!



I The Skills Expected of APU Students

This page is a summary of content we would like students to review before
enrolling at our university. In order for you to be successful on the world stage
in the future, you should have a firm grasp of foundational academic skills
and study practices. If you acquire these abilities, you can make the most out
of your time at APU.

Study Areas

m Mathematics

College of Asia Pacific Studies (APS), College of Sustainability and Tourism (ST)

Data analysis, logical thinking, and knowledge of mathematics is essential.
We recommend covering the basics of the two points below.
(1) Things to review:
- Everything you learned up through middle school (especially calculations, Venn diagrams,
equations, linear and quadratic functions, statistics and probability)
- Mathematics | / Mathematics A (especially calculations, equations, inequalities, number of
outcomes, probability, logic and sets)
(2) Practice doing basic mental calculations and arithmetic so that you can calculate quickly

In addition, you should complete the units marked as pre-enrolment assignments (atama+) based on the two

points above. Please use it to maintain and improve your math skills before enrolling.

College of International Management (APM)

In APM, students are required to take and pass mathematics and statistics courses in order to graduate.

You have been provided with pre-enrollment assignments (atama+) based on this situation.

In addition, mathematical knowledge and ways of thinking will be essential for many of your courses.

Up to now, each of you has probably achieved different levels of learning and awareness about mathematics,
but please consider what you will need to learn before enrolling, set your own learning goals, and make sure

to follow through on them until you achieve them.

% Things to review
O Sum, difference, product, and quotient of formulas (complete expressions) containing letters (x,y,z or
a,b,c, etc.)
Calculating formulas involving square roots
Factoring quadratic expressions
Quadratic equations, quadratic inequalities
Finding functions from graphs (linear functions, quadratic functions)
Differentiating quadratic functions (slope of tangent)

Calculating exponents and logarithms

o o o o o o oodg
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1. Those who have always avoided math
If you are worried about how to carry out basic calculations such as the four types of arithmetic (adding,
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing), we recommend you start from the basics, such as arithmetic tables
and brain training, before working on your pre-enroliment math assignments (atama-+).

Starting to review from the fundamentals may help you target and overcome your weaknesses.

2. Those who feel they are not good at math, or who have only studied a little math, and feel it is not enough
We recommend you build and strengthen your fundamental skills with the pre-enrollment math
assignments (atama-+).

However, even if the questions seem too easy at first, please don'’t skip through it, but see it through to the
end.

3. Those who fully understand all the content of Math Il / Math B
The pre-enrollment math assignment system (atama+) also includes Math Il and Math B units.
Please use these to review and check your learning.
However, if this is still not enough for you and you want to wield math and statistics like a weapon, why

not try studying to get a statistical proficiency certificate or learn a programming language?

m Reading Comprehension
What you should do to prepare for enrolling at university?

(1) Get in the habit of reading (aim to read at least one book per week, from various genres)

(2) Read materials such as the newspaper every day, and nurture your ability to continue reading lengthy,

present day texts without issue

mSociety
What you should do to prepare for enrolling at university? |

Review:
<~ Reread the textbooks (world history as well as national history) which were used in your high school (you
don’t have to memorize detailed information like the names of different imperial eras, but this can help

you understand how Japan or your own country fits into the larger world, for example)

Lifestyle Practices

m Develop a Regulated Lifestyle
<~ To prepare for your enrollment at university, allow for at least two hours of study time (excluding test
periods) during your high school classes as well as at least 4 hours of study time during the spring and
winter breaks.
< Acquire the habit of going to bed and waking up early (strictly avoid staying up late and get into the habit
of waking up by 7 a.m.)

m Define what it is you would like to do at university before you come here
< Plan for your four years of university based on the APU website and so on.
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I Recommended Materials for Admitted Students (Recommended Reading: Films)

On this page, you will find the recommended teaching materials for each college, as well as reading and films which
are related to your studies after entering the university.
During the period leading up to your enrollment, you will accumulate knowledge and diverse ways of thinking through

the recommended materials, readings and films. Let’s make the most of them during your studies at APU.

List of Recommended Teaching Materials

mAPS (College of Asia Pacific Studies) Recommended Reading and Films for Admitted Students

Readings : L& AM- AR &t DAk X For Japanese Basis (Introduction to Sociology: The Future of
People and Society) ,/MITA Munesuke
[Guns, Germs And Steell/ Jared Diamond ¢ For English Basis

Films : =188 (Sanjuro) KUROSAWA Akira (Release 1962 ) 3¥For Japanese Basis
[Nuovo Cinema Paradiso]  Giuseppe Tornatore (Release 1988)

mAPM (College of International Management) Recommended Teaching Materials for Admitted Students

(NOTES)
% You are not required to submit the following assignments. However, you are encouraged give your own answers to

these questions to practice your report writing ability and enhancing your logical thinking skills.

Topics for APM Pre-Enrollment Assignment as part of Pre-Enrollment Education
Assignment 1 (Submission due date: Friday, December X)
Read the following document and answer the question below.
Singh, S. (May 2022). From Pandemic To Endemic: Transitioning Your Business Into The New Normal.
Forbes.  (Article)  https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscouncil/2022/05/05/from-pandemic-to-

endemic-transitioning-vour-business-into-the-new-normal/?sh=661801951484

Question: Find one company and describe how this company has transitioned its business in a new normal
(350-500 words)

Assignment 2 (Submission due date: Friday, January X)

Read the following document and answer the questions below.

The Japan Times. (June 2023). Weak yen now the key to stronger currency and BOJ pivot later. The Japan
Times. (Article and Audio) https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/06/28/business/weak-yen-boj-pivot/

Question 1: In your own words, define what is depreciation? (write your answer within 50-100 words)
Question 2: What does the depreciation of the Yen mean to the economy and business? (write your answer
within 250-350 words)


https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscouncil/2022/05/05/from-pandemic-to-endemic-transitioning-your-business-into-the-new-normal/?sh=66f80f951484
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscouncil/2022/05/05/from-pandemic-to-endemic-transitioning-your-business-into-the-new-normal/?sh=66f80f951484
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/06/28/business/weak-yen-boj-pivot/

Question 3: What have we learned from this depreciation of the Yen? (write your answer within 100-150
words)

Assignment 3 (Submission due date: Friday, Feb X)

Watch the following video and answer the questions below.

UNDP (n.d.). Business and sustainable development: can they work for each other? (Video).

https://www.undp.org/sdg-accelerator/business-and-sdgs

Question 1: In your own words, define what is SDGs? (write your answer within 50-100 words)

Question 2: In your own words, explain why SDGs is important for business? (write your answer within 100-
150 words)

Question 3: Give 1 example of company that embraces the SDGs and how this company tackles or aims to

achieve these SDGs (write your answer within 250-350 words)

mST (College of Sustainability and Tourism) Recommended Reading and Films for Admitted Students

Books : [SDGs— G DR OS] (A compass in times of crisis) MINAMI Hiroshi + INABA Masaki
BT A BT > 7 —H LOVEIFEE ~D K25 | (Guidebook to Tourism Studies-Journey to a New
Intellectual Territory)
~ OHASHI Shoichi /HASHIMOTO Kazuya /ENDO Hideki/KANDA Koji [Compilation]
Films : [An Inconvenient Truth| Documentary Film (Release 2006)
[Before the Flood] Documentary Film (Release 2016)


https://www.undp.org/sdg-accelerator/business-and-sdgs
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Topics for APM Pre-Enrollment Assignment as part of Pre-Enrollment Education
Assignment 1 (Submission due date: Friday, December X)
Read the following document and answer the question below.
Singh, S. (May 2022). From Pandemic To Endemic: Transitioning Your Business Into The New Normal.
Forbes.  (Article)  https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscouncil/2022/05/05/from-pandemic-to-

endemic-transitioning-your-business-into-the-new-normal/?sh=661801951484

Question: Find one company and describe how this company has transitioned its business in a new normal
(350-500 words)

Assignment 2 (Submission due date: Friday, January X)

Read the following document and answer the questions below.

The Japan Times. (June 2023). Weak yen now the key to stronger currency and BOJ pivot later. The Japan
Times. (Article and Audio) https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/06/28/business/weak-yen-boj-pivot/

Question 1: In your own words, define what is depreciation? (write your answer within 50-100 words)
Question 2: What does the depreciation of the Yen mean to the economy and business? (write your answer
within 250-350 words)

Question 3: What have we learned from this depreciation of the Yen? (write your answer within 100-150
words)
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Assignment 3 (Submission due date: Friday, Feb X)
Watch the following video and answer the questions below.
UNDP (n.d.). Business and sustainable development: can they work for each other? (Video).

https://www.undp.org/sdg-accelerator/business-and-sdgs

Question 1: In your own words, define what is SDGs? (write your answer within 50-100 words)

Question 2: In your own words, explain why SDGs is important for business? (write your answer within 100-
150 words)

Question 3: Give 1 example of company that embraces the SDGs and how this company tackles or aims to
achieve these SDGs (write your answer within 250-350 words)

YT FEUT(ENFEED (ST) AZFEMIFHEBNS - IR

M : [SDGs—EtEDEHMR DML /m 1B -fdis HieE

[ERAEFEH A RIvI—3RUVEIRIREFADIRIZIE ]/ KiE BB—/4aA Fth/ =8k /Ml A ([(1R)
B : [AEPESRERE ]/ REaxX>4)—-RE (2006 F236)

[Before the Flood] RFa1X>AU—BRE (201642 )
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APU

[Contact Information / UL \&1OE5E]
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
Academic Office Pre-enrollment Education Team
E-mail:apunmk@apu.ac.jp

(Please email us for inquiries.)

Academic Office will be closed: 12/28~1/8

1-1 Jumonijibaru Beppu, Oita 874-8577 Japan

Y EE VD KEFERE
e T D e e
E-mail:apunmk@apu.ac.jp

(BRIVWEDHEXA—ILIZTHRELLET)
THhTIVI-FT4R FAEHEAM:12/28~1/8(F3E)
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